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The Means of Grace. 


DEOOSDSSSIISSSSISSSHD 


MALACAI ut, 7. 


Ze are gone away frem mine Ordinances. 
and have not kept them, 


1. NANO r are there any Ordinances nov, 
=f "x, e Life and Immortality were 
B 95 brought to Light by the Goſpel? are 
A there under the Chriſtian Diſpenſa- 
tion, any Means ordained of Gop, 
as the uſual Chanels of his Grace? This Queſtion 
could never have been propoſed, in the Apoſtolical 
Church, unleſs by one who openly avowed himſelf 
to be a Heathen ; the whole Body of Chriſtians be- 
ing agreed, that Cur1sT had ordain'd certain out- 
ward Means, for conveying his Grace into the Souls 
of Men. ' heir conſtant Fractice ſet this beyond all 
Diſpute ; for ſo long as a// that believed were together, 
and had all Th.ugs common, (AQs ii. 44.) they continued 
Rea ally in the Teaching of the Av/tles, and in the Break- 
irg of Bread and in Prayers. (v. 42.) 


2. But 


6398 


| 
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2. But in Proceſs of Time, when e Love of many 
waxed cold, ſome began to miſtake the Means for 
the End, and to place Religion, rather in doing 
thoſe outward Works, than in a Heart renewed 
after the Image of God. They forgot, that he 
End of every Commandment is Love, out of a pure 
Heart, with Faith unfci ned: the loving the Lorp 
their Gop with all their Heart, and their Neigh- 
bour as themſelves; and the being purified from 
Pride, Anger, and evil Defire, by a Faith of the 
Operation of GOD Others ſeemed to imagine, that 
though Religion did not principally conſiſt in theſe 
outward Means, yet there was ſomething in them 
wherewith Gop was well pleaſed ; ſomething that 
would ſtill make them acceptable in his Sight, 
though they were not exact in the weightier Mat- 
ters of the Law, in Juſtice, Mercy, and the Love of 
Gop. 

3. It is evident, in thoſe who abuſed them thus, 
they did not conduce to the End for which they were 
ordained, Rather, the Things which ſhouli have 
been for their Health, were io them an Occaſion of 
failing, They were ſo far from receiving any Bleſ— 
ing thercin, that they only drew down a Curie up- 
on their Head: fo tar from growing more holy 
in Heart aud Lite, that they were twolold more the 
Children of Hell than before. Others clearly per- 
ceiveing, that theſe Means did not convey the Grace 
of Gov to thoſe Children of the Devil, began from 
this particular Caſe to draw a general Concluſion, 
that they were not Means of conveying the Grace 
of Gop.” | 
4. Yet: the Number of thoſe who Sued the 
Ordinances of Gon, was far greater than of thoſe 
who 4% pied them, till certain Men aroſe, not only 


of great Underſtanding, (ſometimes joined with con- 


ſiderable Learning) but who likewite appeared to be 
Men of Love, experimentally acquainted with true, 
inward Religion. Some of theſe were burning and 
ſtining Lights, Perſons famous in their Generations, 
and ſuch as kad well deſerved of the Church of Crit, 
for 
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(5) 
for ſtanding in the Gap againſt the Overflowings of 
Ungodlineſs. | 

It cannot be ſuppoſed, that theſe holy and vene- 
rable Men, intended any more at firſt, than to ſhew 
that outward Religion is nothing worth, without the 
Religion of the Heart: that GOD is a Spirit, and 
they who worſhip him, muſt worſhip him in Spirit and” 
in Truth ; that therefore external Worſhip is loſt 
Labour, wit:oat a Heart devoted to Gop: that 
the outward Ordinances of Gop then profit much, 
when they advance inward Holineſs, but when they 
advance it not, are unprofitable and void, are lighter 
than Vanity : yea, that when they are uſed, as it were, 
in the Place of this, they are an utter Abomination to 
the Loxy, 

5 Yet it is not ſtrange, if ſome of thefe, being 
ſtrongly convinced, of that horrid Profanation of the 
Ordinances of God, which had ſpread itſelf over 
the whole Church, and well nigh driven true Reli- 
gion out of he World; in their fervent Zeal for 
the Glory of God, and tae Recovery. of Souls from 


that fatal Deluſion, ipike as if outward Religion 


were % ν n. g, as if it had % Place in the 
Religion of CU. It is not ſurprizing at all, if 
they ſhould not always have expreſſed themielves with 
ſufficient Cation So that unweary Hearers might 
believe, they condemred all outward Means, as al- 
together unprofitable; and as not deſigned of Gop 
to be the ordinary Chanels of conveying his Grace 
into the Souls of Men. 
Nay, it is noc impoſſible, ſome of theſe, holy Me 

did at length themiel.es fail into this Opinion, in 
particular, thoſe who, not by Choice, but by the Pro- 


'vidence of Gos, were cut off from all theſe Ordi- 


nances : perhaps wandering up and down, having no 
certain Abiding-place, or dwelling in Dens and Caves 
of the Earth. Uheſe experiencing the Grace of Gov 


in themlelves, tho” tuey were deprived of all outward 


Means, might infer, that the fame Grace would be 
given to them, who of ſet Purpoic abltained from 
them. | | 

| A 3 6. And 
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6. And Experience ſhews, how eaſily this Notion 
ſpreads, and inſinuates itſelf into the Minds of Men: 
eſpecially of thoſe who arc throughly awakened ont 
ot the Sleep of Death, and begin to feel the Weight 
of their Sins, a Burthen too heavy to be born. Theſe 
are uſually impatient of their preſent State, and try- 
ing every Way to eſcape from it. They are always 
ready to catch at any new Thing, any new Propolal 
of Eaſe or Happineis. They have probably. tried 
moſt outward Means, and. found no Eaſe in them : 
It may be more and more of Remorſe and Fear and 
Sorrow and Condemnation, It is ealſy therefore to 
perſuade theſe, that it is better for them to abitain 
trom all thoſe Means. 'l hey are already weary of 
ſtriving (as it ſeems) in vain, of labouring in the Fire: 
and are therefore glad of any Pretence to caſt aſide 
that, wherein their Soul has no Pleaſure ; to give over 


the painful Strife, and fink down into an indolent 
Inactivity. 


IT. 1. In the following Diſcourſe, I propoſe to 
examine at large, whether there are any Means of 
Grace ? 

By Means ef Grace T underſtand, outward Signs, 
Words or Actions, ordained of Gop, and appointed 
for this End, to be the »-7d4inzry Chanels whereby he 
might convey to Men, preventing, juſtifying or ſanc- 
tifying Grace. 

I uſe this Expreſſion, “ Means of Grace,“ becauſe 
I know none better, and becauſe it has been gene- 


rally uſed in the Chriſtian Church for many Ages: 


in particular, by our own Church, which directs us 
to bleſs Gov, both for the M of Grace, and 
Hopes of Glory; and teaches us that a Sacrament 
is „ an outward Sign of inward Grace, and a Ma 
whereby we receive the ſame.” 

The Chief of theſe Means ate Prayer, whether in 
ſecret, or with the great Congregation ; ſearching the 
Scriptures (which implies Reading, Hearing and Me- 
ditating thereon) aud receiving the Loxv's Supper, 
eating Bread and drinking Wine in e of 

| him; 
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(7) 
bim. ; and theſe we believe to be ordained of Gong. 
as the ordinary Chanels of conveying his Grace ta. 
the Souls of Men. 

2. But we allow, that the whole Value of the 
Means depcr.ds on their actual Sublervience to the 
End of Religion; that conſequently all theſe Means, 
when ſeparate from the End, are leis than Nothing 
ard Vanity; that if they do not aQtually conduce to 
the Knowledge and Love of Gon, they are not ac- 
ceptable in his Sight; yea, rather, they are an Abo- 
mination before him; a Stink in his Not:ils; he is 
weary to bear them. Above all, if thcy. are uſed as 
a kind of (ramYtation for the Religion they were 
dei.gi.ed to ſubſerve. It is not eaſy to fnd Words 
for tne enormous Folly and Wickedneſs, of thus 
turning Gov's Arms againſt himſelf; of keep- 
108 Chriftianiry out of the Heart by thoſe vi 
Means, which were ordain'd for the bringing it 
in. 

3. We allow likewiſe, that all ovtward Means 
whatever, if ſeparate from the Spirit of Gop, 
Can..ot profit at all, cannot conauce in any Do— 
gree either to the Knowledge or Love of Goo, 
Without Controverſy, the Help that is done up- 
on Earth, he doth it himſelf. It is He alone, 
who by his own Almighty Power, worketh in us 
what is pleaſing in his Sight. And all outward 
Things, unleſs he work in them and by them, 
A are mere weak and beggarly Elements. Whoſo- 
ever therefore imagines, there is any intrinſick 
Z Pever, in any Means whatſoever, does greatly ery, 

not knowing the Scriptures, neither the Power of 
3 Gov. We know that there is no inherent Power, 
: in the Words that are ſpoken in Prayer; in the 
. Letter of Scripture read, the Sound thereof heard, 
or the Bread and Wine received in the Loro's 
Supper: but that it is Gop alone who is th& Giver 
of every good Gift, the Author of all Grace ; that 
the whole Power is of him, w hereby through any of 
theſe, there is any Bleſſing convey'd to our Soul. 
We kuow likewiſe, that ke is able to give 


the 
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the ſame Grace, though there were no Means on 
the Face of the Earth. In this Senſe we may 
affirm, that “ with regard to Gop, there is no ſuch 
Thing as Means: '* ſeeing He is equally able to 
work whatſoever pleaſeth him, by Any, or by None 
at all. 

4. We allow farther, that the Uſe of all Means 
whatever, will never atone for one Sin: that it i; 
the Blood of Cus ier alone, whereby any Sinner 
can be reconciled to Gop ; there being no other Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins, no other Fountain for Sin 
and Uncleanneſs. Every Believer in Cur15T is 
deeply convinced, that there is no Merit, but in 
him: that there is no \7:7/t in any of his own Works; 
not in uttering the Prayer, or {earching the Scripture, 
or hearing the Word of Go, or eating of that Ercad, 
and drinking of that Cup. So that if no more be 
intended by the Expreſſion ſome have uſed, C /# 
is the only Means of Grace, than this, that 
he is the Only Mp-ritoriovs Cauje of it, it cannot 
be gain-iaid by any who know the Grace of 
Gop. 

5. Yet once more. We allow (though it is a 
melancholy Truth] that a large Proportion of thoſe 
who are called Canrifiians, do to this Day abuſe 
the Means of Grace, to the Deſtruction of their 
Souls. This is doubtleis the Cafe with all thoſe 
who reſt content, in the Form of Godlineſs with- 
out the Power. Either they fondiy preſume, they 
are Chriſtians already, becauſe they do thus and 
thus; although CurisT was never yet revealed in 
their Hearts, nor the Love of Gop ſhed abroad 
therein : or elſe they ſuppoſe, they ſhall infallibly 
be ſo, barely becauſe they uſe theſe Means: idly 
dreaming (though perhaps hardly conſcious thereof) 


either that there is ſome Kind of Power therein, 


whereby ſooner or later (they know not when) 
they ſhall certainly be made Holy : or that there 
is a Sort of Merit in uſing them, which will ſurely 


move God to give them Holineſs, or accept them 


without it, Fa ogy 
6. So 
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6. So little do they underſtand that great Foun- 
dation of the whole Chriſtian Building, By Grace ge 
Javed. Ye are ſaved from your Sins, from the Guilt 
and Power thereof, ye are reſtored to the Favour and 
Image of Gop, not for any Works, Merit, or De- 
ſervings of yours, but by the free Grace, the mere 
Mercy of Gov, through the M-7/r5 of his well-be- 
loved Son. Ye are thus ſaved, not by any Power, 
Wiſdom or Strength, which is in you, or in any 
other Creature : but merely through the Grace or 
Pcwver of the Holy Ghoſt, which worketh all 
in all. 

7. But the main __ remains, We krow 
this Salvation is the Gift and the Work of Gov. 
But how (may one ſay, who is convinced he hath 
5 it not) may I attain thereto ? If you ſay, “ Be- 
N lieve, and thou ſhalt be ſaved: He anſwers, 
True ; but how ſhall I believe? You reply, Wait 
upon Gop. Well. But how am 1 to wait? 
In the Means of Grace, or out of them? Am 1 
to wait for the Grace of Gov which bringeth Sal- 
vation, by uſing theſe Means, or by laying them 
aſide ? 

2. It cannot poſſibly be conceived, that the Word 
of Goo ſhould give no Direction in ſo important 
a Point: or that the Son of Gon, who came 
down from Heaven for us Men and tor our Salva- 
tion, ſhould have left us undetermined with regard 
to a Queſtion, wherein our Salvation is ſo neuly 
concerned. 

And in fat, he hath not left us undetermined : he 
hath ſhewn us the Way wherein we ſhould go We 
have only to conſult the Oracles of Gov, to inquire 
waat is written there? And if we ſimbly abide 
| by their Deciſion, there can no poſliible Doubt re- 
i main. 


2 
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N III. 1. According to this, according to the De- 
| ciſion of Holy Writ, all who defire the Grace: 

of Gop, are to wait for it, in the Means which 
he 


(10) 
he hath ordained ; in uſing, not in laying them 
aſide. 

And firſt: all who deſire the Grace of God, are 
to wait for it in the Way of P-:iy-r. This is the ex- 
preſs Direction of our Lord himſelf In his Ser- 
mon upon the Mount, after explaining at large 
wherein Religion conſiſts, and deſcribing the main 
Branches of it, he adds, A ad it hall be given 
you, fee: and ye ſhall find, knock and it h, be o- 
pened unto yo For every one that gſteth receiveth, 
and he that ſertetb findeth ; and to him that knocteth, 
it ſhall be opened. (Matt. vii. 7, 8.) Here we are in 
the plaineſt Manner directed to afk, in order to, or 
as a Means of receiving; to ſeek in order to find, the 
Grace of Gop, the Pearl of great Price; and to 
knock, to continue aſking and ſeeking, if we would 
enter into his Kingdom. | 

2. That no Doubt might remain, our Lord la- 
bours this Point in a more peculiar Manner, He 
appeals to every Man's own Heart, What Marx 
is there of yet, who if bis Sin oſs Bread, wil 
give bim a Stone? or if be aſt a Fiſh, will he giz 
tim a Serpent ? If ye then being Evil knuw how to give 
geod G Vs unte your Children, bow much mere fo.“ 
your Father which is in Heacer, the Father of Angels 
and Men, the Father of the Spirits of all tleih, gige 
good thinns te them that as him ver. 9, „ 11. 
Or, as he expreſſes himſelf on another Occaſion, 
including all good things in one, How mach m e 
your beaventy Fiber give the Holy Spirit to them that fe 
vim? Luke xi. 13. It ſhould be particularly obſerved 
here, that the Perſons directed to aſk, had not then 
received the Holy Spirit. Nevertheleſs our Lord 
directs them to uſe this Means, and promites that it 
ſhould be effectual; that upon aſking they ſhould re- 
ceive the Holy Spirit, from him whoſe Mercy is over 
all his Works, 

3. The abſolute Neceſſity of uſing this Means, 
if we would receive any Gift from Gop, yet far- 
ther appear from that remarkable Paſſage which 
immediately precedes theſe Words: 41d he Ju, ny 
Im 


( 11) 
them (whom he had juſt been teaching, how to 
pray) which of you ſhall have a Tricnd, and fhall go 
unto him at Midnight, and ſhall ſay unto bim, Fritnd, 
lend me three Lyaves and he from within fall 
anjwer, Trouble me not J cannot riſe and give 
thee : 1 ſay wito you, though he will not riſe and give 
him, becauſe he is his Friend, yet becauſe of his In- 
fertunity he will rie, and give him as many as he 
needeth. And I ſay unto you, aſe and it ſhall be gi- 

| ren you. (Luke xi. 5, 7, 8, 9.) Though be will 
| not give bim, becauſe he is his Friend, yet becauje 
| his Importunity, he will rije and give bim as many as 
he needeth, How could our blefled Lord more 
plainly declare, that we may receive of Go, by 
this Means, by importunately aſking, what otherwiſe 
we ſhould not receive at all ! 

4. He ſpake ali another Parable to this End, that 
Men ought always to pray, and net to faint, till 
through this Means they ſhould receive of Goo, 
whatſoever Petition they aſked of him. here was 
in a City a Fudge which feared nit GOD, neither 
regarard Man. And there was a Widow in that City, 
and ſhe came unto him, ſaying, Avenge me of my 
Adverſary. And he would not fir a tobile; but af- 
terwards he ſaid with himſelf, thingh T fear not GOD, 
nor regard Man, yet becauje this Widow troubleth 
me, I will avenge her, lift by ber continual Coming, 
foe weary me. (Luke xviii. 1-4.) The Applica» 
tion of this our Lord himſelf hath made. Hear 
robat the unjuii Fudge faith] Becauſe ſhe continues 
to aſk, becauſe ſhe will take no Denial, therefore I 
will avenge her. Ard hall nit GOD avenge his 
own Eleft, which cry Day and Night un's him? T tell 
N you he will avenge them ſpeedily if they pray, 
and faint 10, 

5. A Direction equally full and expreſs, to wait 
for the Bleſſings of Gop in private Prayer, together 
with a poſitive Promiſe, that by this Means we ſhall 
obtain the Requeſt of our Lips, he hath given us in 
thoſe well-known Words: Euter into thy Clyet, and 
te ben thou haſt ſhut thy Door, pray to thy Father which is 

itt 


( 12 ) 
tn ſecret, and thy Father which ſeeth in ſecret ſhall re- 
card thee openty, Matt. vi. 6. 

6. If it be poflible for any Direction to be 
more clear, it is that which Gop hath given us 
by the Apoſtle, with regard to Prayer of every 
Kind, publick or private, and the Bleſſing annext 
thereto. If any f yeu lack Wiſdom, let him 4 of 
GOD, that giveth to all Men liberally, (if they aik ; 
otherwiſe ye have rot, becauſe ye aſe not, Jam. iv. 
2.) and upbraidethb nut, and it hall be given him, 


NA. . 


If it be objected. “ But this is no Direction 
to Unbelievers; to them who know not the par- 
doning Grace of Gop : for the Apoſtle adds, But 
let him aſk in Faith: otherwiſe, let him not think that 
he ſhall receive any Thing of the Lord.“ I anſwer, 
The Meaning of the Word Faith in this Place, is 
fixed by the Apoſtle himſelf, (as if it were on 
purpoſe to obviate this Objection) in the Words 
immediately following: Let Him aſe in Faith, nothing 
wavering, nothing doubting, fund d fc Not 
doubting but Gop heareth his Prayer, and will 
fulfil the Deſire of his Heart. 

The groſs, blaſphemous Abſurdity of ſuppoſing 
Faith in this Place to be taken in the full Chril- 
tian Meaning, appears hence : it is ſuppoſing the 
Holy Ghoſt to direct a Man who knows he has not 
this Faith (which is here termed Wiſdom) to aſk it 
of Gov, with a poſitive Promiſe that it H be 
given him; and then immediately to ſubjoin, That 
it ſhall not be given him, unleſs he have it before 
he aſks for it! But who can bear ſuch a Suppoſi- 
tion? From this Scripture, therefore, as well as 
thoſe cited above, we mult infer, that all who deſire 
the Grace of Gon, are to wait for it in the Way of 
Prayer. | 

7. Secondly, All who defire the Grace of Gov, are 


to wait for it in /earching the Scriptures, 


Our Lord's Direction with regard to the Uſe of this 
Means, is likewiſe plain and clear. Search the Scrip— 
#4res, faith he to the Unbelieving Jews, ——>for they 
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17 
tr/tify of me, John v. 30. And for this very End did 
he direct them to ſearch the Scriptures, that they 
might he/ieve in him. 

The Objection, „ That this is not a Command, 
but only an Aſſertion, that they did ſearch the Scrip- 
tures,” is ſhameleſly falſe. I defire thoſe who urge 
it, to let us know, how a Command can be more 
clearly expreſſed, than in thoſe Terms, "Epevyzre Tag 
yeuPas. It is as peremptory as fo many Words can 
make it. 

And what a Bleſſing from Gor attends the Uſe of 
this Means, appears from what is recorded concern- 
ing the Bercan,; who after hearing St. Paul, ſearched 
the Scriptures daily, whether tbeſe Thiugs were ſo? There- 
fore many of them believed , found the Grace of Gop, 
in the Way which he had ordained. As xvii. 
„ 

It 5 probable, indeed, that in ſome of thoſe who 
had received the Word with all Readincjs of Mind, Faith 
came (as the ſame Apoſtle ſpeaks) by hearing, and 
was only confirmed by reading the Scriptures. But it 
was obſerv'd above, that under the general Term of 
Jearching the S riptures, both Hearing, Reading, and 
Meditating, are contained. 

8. And that this is a Means whereby God not only 
gives, but alſo confirms and increaſes true Wiſdom, 
we learn from the Words of St. Paul to Timothy: 
from a Child thou baſt known the holy Scriptures, which 
ar? able to make thee wiſe unto Salvation, through Faith 
which is in Chrift Jeſur, 2 Tim. iii. 15. The ſame 
Truth (namely, that this is the great Means Gop 
has oxdained for conveying his manifold Grace to 
Man) is delivered, in the fulleſt Manner that can 
be conceiyed, in the Words which immediately fol- 
low : All Scripture is given by Inſpiratian F GOD ; 
(conſequently all Scripture is infallibly true;) and is 
Profitable for Doctrine, for Reprocf, for Correction, fur 
InRruftion in Righteouſneſs: to the End that the Man of 
GOD may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all pod 
Works, v. 16, 17. 


B 


” 


(14) 
- 9. It ſhould be obſerved, that this is ſpoken pri- 
marily and directly, of the Scriptures which % 
had kn:wn from a Child; which muſt have been thoſe 
of the Old Teſtament, for the New was not then 
wrote. How far then was St. Pa“, (though he was 
rot a whit behind the very Chief of the Apoſtles, nor there- 
fore, I preſume, behind any Man now upon Earth) 


| | from making light of the Old Teſtament ! Behold | 
this, leſt ye one Day onder and periſh, ye who make 

' ſo ſmall Account of one Half of the Oracles of Gov ! 4 
0 


i Yea, and that Half of which the Holy Ghoſt ex- 
j preſly declares, that it is rentable, as a Means or- 5 
} dained of Gop, for this very thing, for D:#rine, for i 
if Reproof,, for Cirrection, fir Iiſtructian in Righteouſneſs : 
1 to the End the Man of God may be perfect, throughly 

| furniſhed unto all good Works, | 
| 10. Nor 1s this profitable only for the Men of Goo, 
i for thoſe who walk already in the Light of his Coun- 
| tenance ; but alſo for thoſe who are yet in Darkneſs, 
| ſeeking him whom they know not. Thus St Peter, 
| We have alſo a more ſure Word of Phophecy - Literally, 
L and eve have the prophetick Word more ſure : Kat you 
| BS Toy weoguliney N Confirmed by our be- 
ing Eye-toitneſſes of bis Maj, y, and hearing the Voice 

which came from the excellent Glory) unto which (pro- 

phetick Word; ſo he ſtiles the holy Scriptures) ye % ö 

toell that ye take Heed, as unto a Light that ſhineth in a 45 

dar Place, until the Day dawn, and the Day-flar ariſe 8 

in your Hearts, 2 Pet. i 19. Let all, therefore, who 

defire that Day to dawn upon their Hearts, wait for 

it in /earching the Scriptures, 1 
11. Thirdly, All who deſire an Increaſe of the Grace . 

of God, are to wait for it in partaking of the Lord's | 

Supper. For this alſo is a Direction himfelf hath 7 

given. The ſame Night in cohich he was betr eyed, be 5 

took Bread, and break it, and ſaid, Take, eat: this is | 

| my Body, (that is, the ſacred Sign of my Body) 74:s 

d% do in Remembrance of me. Likewiſe be tobt the Cup, 3 
faying, This Cup is the New TJeſto ment, or Covenant, 3 
in my Blood, (the ſacred Sign of that Covenant) 7his 
. 4% yein Remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this by 
* Bread 
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Bread, and drink this Cup, ye do 2 farth the Lord's 
Death till he ceme, 1 Cor. xi. 23, &c. Ye openly 
exhibit the ſame, by theſe viſible Signs, before Gop, 
and Angels, and Men. Ye maniteſt your ſolemn 
Remembrance. of his Death, till he cometh in the 
Clouds of Heaven. 

Only t a Man firſt examine himſclf, whether he 
underſtand the Nature and Deſign of this holy Inſti- 
tution, and whether he really deſire to be himſelf made 
conformable to the Death of CurisT : ard %, no- 


thing dou Deng, tet kin cat of that Bread, and arink of 


that Cup, 


Here has | the Directien firſt given by our Lord, is 
expreſly repeated by the Apoſtle, Let him eat; let 
him drink: gde wwiru: both in the Iniveradve 
Mocd ) Words not implying a bare Permiſſion only, 
but a clear explecit Command; a Command to all 
thoſe either who already are flled with Peace and Joy 
in believing, or who can truly ſay, © The Rembrance 
of our Sins is grievous unto us, the Burden of them 
is intolerable. 

12. And that this is alſo an ordinary ſtated Means 
of receiving the Grace of Gop, is evident from thoſe 
Words of the Apoſtle, which occur in the preceding. 
Chapter: 7% Cup of Blffirg which we: bleſi, is it ut 
the Cermianior, or Communication, of the Blood of 
Chris? the * ead tubhich we break, is it not the Commu- 
zicn of the Body if Chriſt ? 1 Cor. x. 16. Is not the 
eating of that Eread, and the drinking of that Cup, 
the outward, vifible Means, whereby Gop conveys 
into our Souls all that ſpiritual Grace, that Righte- 
ouſneſs, and Peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
which were purchaſed by the Body of CHRIST once 


broken, and the Blood of ChRISH once ſhed for us? 


Let all, therefore, who truly deſire the Grace of Gop, 
eat of that Bread and drink of that C vP. 


IV. I. But as plainly as Goo hath pointed out 
the Way, wherein he will be inquired after, innu- 
merable are the Objedions which Men, wiſe in their 
own Eyes, have from time to time raiſed againſt it. 


It 
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It may be needful to conſider a few of theſe ; not be- 
cauſe they arc of Weight in themſelves, but becauſe 
they have ſo often been uſcd, eſpecially of late Years, 
fo turn the Lame out of the Way ; yea, to trouble 
and fubvert thoſe who did run well, till Satan ap- 
peared as an Angel of Light. 

The fixſt and Chief of theſe is, © You cannot uſe 
theſe Means (as you call them) without ing in 
them.” I pray, where is this written? I expe you 


mould ſhew me plain Scripture for your Aﬀertion. 


Otherwiſe I dare not receive it : becauſe I am not 
eonvinced, that you are wiſer than Gop. 
If it really had been as you aſſert, it is certain 
Cyr1isr muſt have known it. And if he had known 
it, he would ſurely have warned us, he would have 
revealed it long ago. Therefore becauſe he has not, 
becauſe there is no Tittle of this in the whole Re- 
velation of Jzsus Curisrt, I am as fully aſſured 
B52 Aſſextion is falſe, as that this Revelation is of 

oo. 

© However, leave them off for a ſhort Time, to 
ſeg whether, you truſt in them or no '* So I am to 
difpbey Gop, in order to know, whether I truſt in 
obeying him! Anddoyou avow this Advice ? Doyou 
deliberately teach, to % Evi/, that G11d me? 
O tremble at the Sentence of Gd ’againſt ſuch Teach- 
ers! Their Damnation is juft. | 

« Nay, if your are troubled, when you leave them 
off, it is plain, you truſted in them.” By no means. 
If I am troubled when I wiltully diſobey Gop, it 15 
Plain his Spirit is ſtill ſtriving with me. But if J am 
not troubled at wilful Sin, it is plain, I am given up 


to a reptobate Mind. 


But what do you mean by Trxftizrg in them?“ 
Looking for the Blefling of Gop therein! believing, 
that if 1 wait in this Way 1 ſhall attain, what other- 


wiſe I ſhould not? So 1 do. And ſo I will, Gop 


being my Helper, even to my Lives End. By the 
Grace of Gop, I will thus 7% in them, till the 


Day of my Death; that is, I Will believe, that what- 
cver, God hath promiſed, he is faithful alto to per- 
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form. And ſeeing he hath promiſed to bleſs me 
in this Way, I truſt it ſhall be according to his 
Word. | 

2. It has been, ſecondly, obje&ted, ** This is 
ſeeking Salvation by Works.” Do you know the 
Meaning of the Expreſſion you uſe ? what is, © Seck- 
ing Salvation by Works?” In the aj e of St, 
Paul, it means, either ſeeking to be ſaved, by ob- 
ſerving the Ritual Works of the Moſaic Law, or ex- 
petting Salvation for the Sake of our own Works, 
by the Merit of our own Righteouſneſs. But how 1s 
either of theſe implied, in my waiting in the Way 
Gov has ordained, and expecting that he will meet 
me there, becauſe he has promiſed ſo to do? 

I do expect, that he will fulfil his Word, that he 
will meet and bleſs me in this Way. Yet not for the 
Sake of any Works which 1 have done, nor for the 
Merit of my Righteouſneſs : but merely through the 
Merits and Sufferings and Love of his Son, in whom 
he is always well-pleaſed. 

3. It has been vehemtly objeQed, thirdly, that 
Cax13T is the only Means of Grace. I anſwer, this 
is mere playing upon Words. Explain your Term, 
and the Objection vaniſhes away. When we ſay, 
« Prayer is a Means of Grace,“ we underſtand, a 
Chanel thro' which the Grace of Gop is convey'd, 
When you ſay, „ Cur1sT is the Means of Grace,“ 
you underſtand, the ſole Price and Purchaſer of it: 
or, that 19 Man cometh unto the Father but through him. 
And who denies it ? but this is utterly wide of the 
Queſtion. 

4. But does not the Scripture (it has been objected, 
fourthly) direct us to t for Salvation? does not 
David ſay, My Sou! waiteth upon GOD : for of him 
cometh my Salvation? And does not J/aiab teach us 
the ſame thing, ſaying, O Lord, we have waited for 
thee ? All this cannot be. denied, Seeing it 1s the 
Gift of Gop, we are undoubtedly to wait on him for 
Salvation. But how ſhall we wait? If Goo himſelf 
has appointed a Way, can you find a better Way of 


waiting for him? But, that he hath appointed a Way, 


D 3 hath 


been ſhewn at large, and alſo what that Way is. The 
very Words of the Prophet which you cite, put this 
out of all Queſtion. For the whole Sentence runs 
thus; in the Way of thy Fragments, or Ordinances, 
O Lord, have we waited for thee, Iſa. xxvi. 8, And 
in the very ſame Way did Devid wait, as his own 
Words abundantly teſtify: I have waited fer thy Ja- 
ing Health, O Lord, and have kept thy Law. Teach me, 
O Lord, the Way of thy Statutes, and I ſhall keep them unto 
tbe End. 

5. © Yea, ſay ſome, but Gop hath appointed 
another Way, ſland till, and ſee the Salvation of 
GOD. | | 

Let us examine the Scriptures to which you 
refer. The firſt of them, with the Context runs, 
thus : 

And when Pharach drew nigh, the Children of Iſrael! 
Ait up their Eyes————ard they were fore afraid. Ard 
they ſaid unte Moſes, Becauſe there were ne Graves 
in Egytt, haſt thou taken us away to die in the Wil- 
dernen Aud Moſes ſaid unto the People, Fear ye not: 
land ſlill, and ſes the Salvation of the Lord, And the 
Tord faid unto Miſes, fpeak unto the Children of Ijr act, 
that they go forward. But /ift thiu up thy Rod, and 
ftretch cut thine Hand over the Sev, and divide it. And 
the Children of 1/rae} fball g on dry Ground through the 
ia of the Sea. Exod: xiv. 10, &c. 

This was the Sa/vation of Gop, which they fed 
fill to fee, by marching forward with all their 
ight! 

The other Paſſage wherein this Expreſſion occurs, 

fands thus. Were came ſome rho tid Febeſbapbhat, 


Aying, there comets a great Multituge againſt thee from 


beyond the Sea. And Feleſtaphat feared, and ſet bin- 


 Jelf to ſee the Lord, and proclaimed 4 Fa throughout 
2 Judah. And Fudah gathered themſelves together 


& 4k Help of the Tard, eve aut of all the Cities 
that came to feet the Lord. And Fehoſhaphat /ioad in 
 #he Congregation, in the Hauſe of the Lord- Then 
upon Fabaziel came the Spirit of' the Lord Arid 
be. i Be net diſmayed by reafin of this great 
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Multitud. To- ar ro go you dacem again} them, 
ye ſhall not need to fight in this Battle, Set yourſeloes : 
Hand ye flitl, and ſee the Salvation of the Lora nd 
they aroſe early in the Morning and went forth. And 
when they began to ſing end to praiſe, the Lord ſet Am- 
buſhments againſt the Children of Moab, Ammon, ard 
Acunt Seir and every one helped to drſiroy anothir, 
2 Chron. xx. 2, &c. 

Such was the Salvation which the Children of Ju- 
dah ſaw. But how does all this prove, that we ought 
not to wait for the Grace of Gov, in the Means which 
he hath ordained ? 

6. I ſhall mention but one ObjeAion more, which 
indeed does not properly belong to this Head. Ne- 
vertheleſs, becauſe it has been ſo frequently urged, 
J may not wholly paſs it by. 

«« Does not St. Paal ſay, If ye be dead with Chrif, 
why are ye ſuljett io Ordinances ? Coll. ii. 20. There- 
fore a Chriſtian, one that is dead with Chr, need not 
uſe the Ordinances any more.“ 

So you ſay, If I am a Chriſtian, I am not ſubject 
to the Ordinances of Chriſt !** Surely, by the Abſur- 
dity of this, you muſt ſee at the firſt Glance, that the 
dinances here mentioned cannot be the Ordinances 
of Cur15's ! That they muſt needs be the Teri Or- 
dinances, to which it is certain, a Chriftian is no 
longer a Subject. | 

And the fame undeniably appears from the Words 


immediately following, Texch net, taſte not, handle wot 
- all evediently refering to the antient Ordinances of 


the Jetoiſb Law. 
So that this Objection is the Weakeft of all. 


And in ſpight of all, that 2 Trauth muſt ſtand 
unthaken, I hat all who deſire the Grace of Gop, 


are to wait for it, in the Means which he hat 


ordained. 


V. 1. But this being allowed, that all who defire 
the Grace of Gop, are to wait for it in the Means he 
hath ordained: it may ſtill be enquir'd, how thaſe 

Means 
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Means ſhould be uſed, both as to the Order and the 

Manner of uſing them; | 
With regard to the former, we may obſerve, there 
is a Kind of Order, wherein Gop himſelf is gene- 
rally pleaſed, to uſe theſe Means, in bringing a Sin- 
ner to Salvation. A ſtupid, ſenfeleſs Wretch is go- 
ing on in his own Way, not having Gov in all his 
Thoughts, when Goo comes upon him unawares, 
perhaps by an awakening Sermon or Converſation, 
perhaps by ſome awful Providence ; or it may be by 
an immediate Stroke of his convincing Spirit, with- 
out any outward Means at all. Having now a De- 
fire to flee from the Wrath to come, he purpoſely 
goes to bear, how it may be done. If he finds a 
Preacher who ſpeaks to the Heart, he is amazed, 
and begins ſearching the Scriptures, whether theſe 
Things are ſo ? The more he hears and reads. the 
more convinced he is; and the more he n-4itaies 
thereon, Day and Night. Perhaps he finds ſome o- 
ther Book, which explains and inforces what he has 
heard and read in Scriptute. And by all thele 
Means, the Arrows of Conviction fink deeper into 
his Soul. He begins alſo to t of the Things of 
Gop, which are ever uppermoſt in his 'Thonghts : 
yea, and to talk with Gop, to pray to him, altho' 
through Fear and Shame, he ſcarce knows what to 
to ſay. But whether he can ſpeak or no, he cannot 
but pray, where it only in Grz2azs which cannot be 
uttered, Vet being in doubt, . whether the high and 
. lefty One that inhabiteth Eternity will regard ſuch a 
Sinner as him, he wants to pray with thoſe who 
know Gor, with the Faithful, in the great Congre- 
gation. But here he obſerves others go up to the 
Table of the Lord, He conſiders, Car1sT has ſaid, 
% Do this!“ How 1s it; that I do not? I am too 
great a Sinner. I am not fit. I am not worthy. After 
firuggling with theſe Scruples a while, he breaks 
through. And thus he continues in Gop's Way, in 
hearing, reading, meditating, praying, and partak- 
ing of the Lord's Supper, till Gop, in the 1 
tat 
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that pleaſes him, ſpeaks to his Heart, 7hy Faith bath 
ſaved thee! Go in Peace. | 

2. By obſerving this Order of Gop, we may learn 
what Means to recommend to any particalar Soul. 
If any of theſe will reach a ſtupid, careleſs Sinner, 
it is probably Hearing or Conver/ation, To ſuch 
therefore we might recommend theſe, if he has ever 
any Thought about Salvation, 'To one who begins 
to feel the Weight of his Sins, not only Hearing the 
Word of Gop, but Reaaing it too, and perhaps o- 
ther ſerious Betts, may be a Means of deeper Con- 
viction. May you not adviſe him alſo, to meditate 
on what he reads, that it may have its full Force up- 
on his Heart? Yea, and to /p-ak thereof and not be 
aſhamed, particularly among thoſe who walk in the 
ſame Path, When Trouble and Heavineſs take hold 
upon him, ſhould you not then earneſtly exhort him, 
to pour out his Soul before Gop ? always to pray 
and not to faint? And when he feels the Worthleſſ- 
neſs of his own Prayers, are you not to work toge- 
ther with Gop, and remind him of going up into He 
Hsuſe if the Lord, and praying with all them that fear 
him? But if he does this, the dying Word of hw 
Lord, will ſoon be brought to his Remembrance : & 
plain Intimation, that this is the 'Time, when we 
ſhould ſecond the Motions of the blefled Spirit. 
And thus may we lead him Step by Step, through 
all the Means which Gop has ordained ; not. a<- 
cording to our own Will, but juſt as the Provi- 
ee and the Spirit of Gop go before and open the 

ay. | 

3. Yet as we find no Command in holy Writ, for 
any particular Order to be obferved herein, ſo nei- 
ther do the Providence, and the Spirit of Go, ad- 
here to any without Variation: But the Means into 
which different Men are led, and in which they find 
the Bleſſing of Gov, are varied, tranſpoſed and com- 
bined together, a thouſand different Ways. Vet 
ſtill our Wiſdom is, to follow the Leadings of his 
Providence ard his Spirit ; to be guided herein N. an 
eſpe- 
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eſpecially as to the Means wherein we ourſelves ſeek 
the Grace of Gop) partly by his outward Providence, 
giving us the Opportunity of uſing ſometimes * one 
Means, ſometimes another: partly by our Experi— 
ence, which it is whereby his free Spirit is pleaſed 
moit to work in our Heart. And in the mean 
time, the ſure and general Rule for all who groan 
for the Salvation of Gop, is this, Whenever Op- 
portunity ſerves, uſe all the Means which Gop has 
ordained. For who knows, in which Goo will 
meet thee, with the Grace that bringeth Salva- 
tion ? | 

4. As to the Manner of uſing them, whereon in- 
decd it wholly depends, whether they thould convey 
any Grace at all to the Uſer, it be behoves us, Firit, 
always to retain a lively Senſe, that Gop 1s above 
all Means, Have a Care therefore of limiting the 
Almighty. He doth whatſoever and whenſoever it 
pleaſeth him. He can convey his Grace, either in 
or out of any of the Means which he hath appointed. 
Perhaps he will. Vo hath tnocun the Mind f the 
Lord ? or who hath b:en his Counſe/lor ? Look then 
every Moment for his Appearing! be it at the Hour 
you are employ'd in his Ordinances ; or before, or 
after that Hour. Or when you are hindred therefrom, 
He is not hindeted. He is always ready: always 
able, always willing to ſave. 1! 7s the Iura, let bin do 
eohat jremeth him good ! 

Secondly, Before you uſe any Means, let it be deep 
impreſt on your Soul, © There is no Potocr in this. 
It is in itſelf a poor, dead, empty Thing : ſeparate 
from God; it is a dry Leaf, a Shadow. Neither is 
there any Merit in my uſing this; nothing intrin;t- 
cally pleaſing to Goo, nothing whereby I deſerve 
'any Favour at his Hands, no, not a Drop of Water 
to cool my Tongue. But becauſe Gop bids, there- 
fore I do; becauſe he directs me to wait in this Way, 
therefore here I wait fer his free Mercy, whercof 
cometh my Salvation.” | 


Settle: 
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- Settle this in your Heart, that the Oprs eperaturr, 
the mere Work done profiteth nothing : that there 1s 
no Power to ſave, but in the Spirit of Gop ; no Merit, 
but in the Blood of Cuxtsr: that conſequently, even 
what Go ordains, conveys no Grace to the Soul, if 
you truſt not in him alone. On the other hand, he 


that does truly truſt in him, cannot fall ſhort of the 


Grace of Gop, even tho' he were cut off from every 
outward Ordinance, tho' he were ſhut up in the Center 
of the Earth. 

Thirdly, 7: uſing all Means, ſeek Gop alone. In 
and through every outward Thing, look ſingly to the 
Power of his Spirit, and the Merit of his Son. Beware 
you do not ſtick in the Hr itſelf; if you do, is is 
all loſt Labour. Nothing ſhort of Gop can fatisfy 
your Soul. Therefore eye him, in all, thro' all, and 
above all. | 

Remember alſo, to uſe all Means, as Means: as 
ordained, not for their own Sake, but in order to the 
Renewal of your Soul in Righteouſneſs and true Ho- 
lineſs. If therefore they actually tend to this, well. 
But if not, they are Dung and Droſs. 

Laſtly, After you have uſed any of theſe, take care, 
how you value yourſelf thereon : how you congratu- 
late yourſelf, as having done ſome great Thing. This 
is turning all into Poiſon. Think, “if Gob was not 
there, what does this avail? have I not been adding 
Sin to Sin? how long! O Lord! fave or I periſh ! 
O lay not this Sin to my Charge!“ If Gop was there, 
if his Love flowed into your Heart, you have forgot, 
as it were, the outward Work. You ſce, you know, 
you feel Gop is All in All. Be abaſed. Sink down 
before him. Give him all the Praiſe. Let GOD in 
«ll Things be glor:fied thro) Chrifl Tejus, Let all your 
Bones cry out, My Song ſhall always of the Loving-kind- 
refs of the Lird : with my Mouth will I ever be telling of 
thy Truth, from one Generation to ancther ! 
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